Function of meibomian gland: Contribution of proteins.
The meibomian gland is the major contributor to the tear film lipid layer. It is generally accepted that meibomian gland secretions, i.e, meibum, play a critical role in the homeostasis of the tear film. Lipid components of meibum and their structure, as well as functions were intensively studied. However, the proteins from meibum have not attracted enough attention. This review summarizes current knowledge about protein components of the meibum, particularly their function on tear film and ocular surface, and changes in the proteins during meibomian gland dysfunction (MGD).